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Background

An extensive history of astronomy at the University of Pennsylvania was published by Robert H.
Koch (2010). This narrative includes many pictuaadassociatedhistoryof the astronomical
instruments owned by Gustavus W. Cob8§ %1940 of Wynnewood, Persylvania.

The family of deceased University of Pennsylvania astronomer William Blitzstein gave many of
his astronomyrelated possessions to fellow Penn astronomer Robert H. Koch. Subsequently, upon the
passing of Professor Kol 2010 theKoch family gave hose possessions, and the astrorosigted
possessions of Professor KochBrmice D. Holenstein, a former graduate student of Professors Koch and
Blitzstein, ando Richard J. Mitchell, the lonterm department electmptical technician and caeder of
the Flower and Cook Observatoihesepossessionsomprisea volume ofapproximatelythirty-five
bankerboxes. Most of the contents at®oks, filesphotographiglatesand printsblueprints,and
miscellaneougstronomicamaterials. Inventorying the contentalisderway however some requests for
early access to historical materials have a timely need gutial search was conducted for pictures of
certain instrumentdn particular, what was requested were earlypictsir of Gust avinck W. Coo
Alvan Clark refractor, and of his spectrohelioscope.

Photographs

The remainder of this text comprisesectedictures of Coo& mstruments and some brief
commentarySome pictures of historic interest aneludedeven though they were not direct targets of
the initial searchNote that theauthors have not done an extensive search of the literature to know which
photographs mightave beempublished alreadwhere not already noted

Aboutsi x boxes of Kochds modern books (published af
August, 2011 conferenc&ars, Companions, and their Interactions: A Memorial to Robert H. Koch.



Fig. 1 . SldérastatFlat, enuaty and Brashear objective. Listed on the backpfithet L3 & : A
Siderostat Refractor in use WynnewoodPa. Moved to Flower and Cook Obs. 1956. Ca. 1935? Note

that in thispicture the original objective has been changed to acomate the photographic corrector

lens. @his photograph was taken at about the same time as Figure 35 of Koch (2010).

Comparison of the sizex the two objective lenses in the photograph suggest that the smaller finder lens
has about &-inch apertureT he si derostat finder i s n,athoughehpear at el

Koch (2010) history cites other sources and lists it as havingiadgh&perture with the flat beir§625
inches



Fig. 2.Feckersiderostaprime focus. The finder on the left was not installed at Flower and Cook
Observatory in 1956.



Figure 3. 28.5nch Fecker reflector. Thei@ch auxilliary scope is by Alvan Clark according to the 1926
Cook will. The picture above is a new copy of théginal photograph also shown as Figure 33 of Koch
(2010).
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Fig. 4. Back of pictureeadsf? 8. 50 Fecker reflector at Cook Obseryv
right. Spectrograph mounted. Moved to Flower and Cook Observatory 1956. Date? Sam#tane
19306s.



FigS.Oeofnypicturesofthe28.510h Fecker scope in the coll ecti
and the 60 Feckddle. finder scope are Vvis



Fig. 6. Pag01from Mohler(1935) The finder is on the west side of tA8.5inch reflector The finder
was on thesast sidevhen it was installed at the Flower and Cook Observamoip56



